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children has increased as shown in Figure 1. The 

growth is associated with changes in the general 
pattern of murders by both sexes of all ages in the past 
fifteen years, particularly after the introduction of the 
Homicide Act, 1957 as in Figure 2. 

A further significant variation occurs in Figure 2 in 
that for the first time since World War II the number of 
‘sane’ murders now balances the figures for ‘insane’ acts 
of homicide which have fallen since abolition of the death 
penalty. 

The growth in the number of child murderers coincides 
with the 1968 Children’s Drug Abuse peak recorded 
by Boyd, earlier puberty and the TV violence con- 
sidered by Belson? during fieldwork on 1,565 London 
boys in the 12-17 year old age group. 

Again the changes may be related to the concepts of 
“Social deprivation” with “high unemployment, crime 
and addiction” put forward by Eisenberg? and to ‘a 
variety of circumstances’ contemplated by the Nobel Prize 
Winner, Prof. Nils Tinbergen, F.R.S.‘, “among them de- 
privation of parental, perhaps primarily maternal love’. 

Figure 3 shows a male predominance reflected in the 
present summary of 10 boys and 1 girl, although the girl 
was the only one to kill twice. The increase in the number 
of boy murderers is reflected in the national proportion as 
in Figure 4. 

Again, when the Homicide Act 1957 introduced the 
concept of ‘diminished responsibility’, there were oc- 
casional difficulties between law and psychiatry as to 
what it constituted, and after 1957 the distinction between 
capital and non-capital murder court practice changed. 

Before 1957 a murderer could ‘hang by the neck until 
dead’. Owing to this courts were more ready to allow a 
culprit to be termed ‘insane’. From 1958, however, 
although ‘Flossie’ Forsythe, aged 18, the last teenager to 
be hanged in Britain, was executed on 10 November 1960, 
the courts are less ready to grant the same decision. Thus 
since then the number of ‘insane’ murders has fallen from 
four times the figure for those classed as ‘normal’ or 
‘sane’ to an equal amount (Figure 2). Consequently 
people are now going to prison who would formerly have 
gone to the special hospitals of Broadmoor or Rampton, 
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an unforeseen development of community psychiatry®, 

since prison violence poses the question whether facilities 

in prisons are adequate for killers who would previously 
have been sent to the special hospitals, 

The Children and Young Persons Act 1933 defined 18 
as the minimum age for execution and the hanging of 
‘Flossie’ Forsythe in 1960 may be considered a dividing 
line. Figure 1 shows a preponderance in the groups from 
15 onwards. The figures for children under 14 years of 
age are lower, although the girl in the present study 
killed twice in her eleventh year. 

When considering the factors that make a child killer, 
the dictum of Spock® is noteworthy, ie. “A child ac- 
quires his basic standards from his parents. If they are 
decent people and love him, he loves them deeply too, and 
patterns himself after them.” Cmnd 3601 Children in 
Trouble, H.M.S.O. April 1968 para 49 states “There are 
many influences on the behaviour of children and that of 
the family is particularly important’, Gleiick’ in his 
Sing-Sing survey related psychopathy to home back- 
ground and so did Johnston? at the Mayo Clinic. As most 
of the adult and child murderers so far examined by the 
author either in Ireland, Canada, or in Britain as an 
N.H.S. consultant showed little psychiatric illness, it 
was decided to investigate a group of eleven child and 
adolescent murderers under 20 points as follows: 

. Relationship with mother. 

. Relationship with father. 

. Position in family, i.e. eldest, youngest, only child, 
etc. 

. Whether the child murderer was adopted. 

. Whether legitimate or illegitimate. 

. Social class under the classification of the Registrar 
General. 

. Applicability of “The Cycle of Deprivation’ Theory 
put forward by Sir Keith Joseph when Minister for 
Health and Social Services. 

8. Parental alcoholism. 

9, Parental promiscuity. 

0. Presence of previous criminal convictions in the 

child murderers. 

11. Presence of previous criminal convictions in the 

parents of the child murderers. 
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12. Record of chronic parental physical illness. 

13. Record of parental neurosis or psychosis. 

14. Psychological investigation of the group. 

15. Presence or absence of epilepsy (major or minor mal) 
in the subjects. 

16. Presence or absence of mental handicap in the sub- 
ject. 

17. Presence or absence of mental illness in the subject. 

18. Personality type of each murderer. 

19. Urban or rural background. 

20. Whether the mothers of the group went out to work 
during the day. 

The age range of the group was 10-16 years at the time 
when the offence was recorded as known to the police, 
and the results of the 20 investigations in each of the 11 
subjects is detailed, as follows: 


1. Relationship with mother: 


In the group of 10 boys and 1 girl the interpersonal 
dynamics between the girl and her mother were normal. 
In the cases of 8 of the boys, however, the maternal réle 
was aggressive and over-dominant. 


2. Relationship with father: 


The girl’s affinity with her male parent was impaired by 
the latter’s absences from home for long periods at a time. 
In three of the male subjects information was lacking re- 
garding father’s place in the Domestic Environment dur- 
ing the week. In two others the fathers had left the family 
so that the home was disturbed in the sense used by Burt®. 
In a sixth case the breadwinner was absent owing to a 
prison sentence, while in the remainder the parental réles 
were passive. 


3. Position in the family: 


In contrast to the observation of Burt who noted a high 
proportion of only children in this context, none of the 
eleven studied fell into this category. 

Five were the eldest in their families, one the youngest 
and the remainder in intermediate grades. 

The five who were the eldest could be associated with 
the survey by Gleiicks, who reported a deficiency of only 
and youngest children in their group?*. While there was 
only one female in the group it was noteworthy she was 


Figure 1 


Boys and girls found guilty of murder in England and 
Wales between 1957 and 1972 who were younger than 18 
at the time when the offence was recorded as known to 


the Police 
Year when offence Total aged 
was committed less than 18 
Male Female 

1957 1 _ 
1958 1 

1959 1 — 
1960 4 — 
1961 1] _ 
1962 2 _ 
1963 1 _ 
1964 1 _ 
1965 1 —= 
1966 3 pa 
1967 5 easy 
1968 4 — 
1969 9 _ 
1970 8 _ 
1971 8 1 
1972 8 _ 
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Figure 2 


Murder motives from 1957 to 1971. x, insane; A sane (personal 
motives); O, sane (criminal motives). 


Abolition of che death penalty 


No, of murders 


Years 1957 53 59 60 GS ial HA_—(_ FT 


Figure 3 


Ages of boys and girls found guilty of murder in England 

and Wales between 1957 and 1972 who were younger than 

18 at the time when the iad was recorded as known to 
the Police. 


Age of offender at the time when the 
Year when offence was recorded 
offence was Less than 
recorded 14 14 15 16 17 
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Figure 4 


Boys found guilty of murder in England and Wales 
between 1957 and 1972 who were younger than 18 on 


conviction. 

Percentage 
Year of Age of conviction Exact TOTAL of all males 
conviction ————_——_~—————_ age not aged less convicted 
1684 13 14 15 16 17 known than18 of murder 
1958 —_—--—-— 1 — 1 4 
1959 Sees a aS 1 25(21 
1960 —-—- — 1 _ 1 2°5 
1961 —-—--— 1 2 —_ 3 65 
1962 -- ee —_— _ —_ 
1963 ae a ae 3 7 (%8 
19640 — _ _ 
1965 —-—--—-— 2 _ 2 3°5 
1966 — 1i1-— 1 _ 3 45 5-4 
1967 - --—-—- 1 1 2 3-5 
1968 —- —— 1 5 _ 6 9 
1969 —- 1 %1— 3 —_ 5 6°5 
1970 1— 2 3 3 _— 9 9-5 
1971 a a oe ae 9 9.57 87 
1972 — — 3— 4 — 7 9-5 
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the eldest in keeping with the work of Ming-Tse Tsuang"™ 
(1966) who found eldest girls more aggressive and 
emotionally unstable than their Sibs*, 


4. Whether the child was adopted: 

The girl and eight of the boys were the natural offspring 
of their parents. Information on the remainder was in- 
definite. These results tend to conform with the general 
observation that adopted children are rarely antisocial. 


5. Legitimacy: 
All legitimate. 


6. Social class: 

The girl’s parents fulfilled the criteria of Social Class IV 
as did 5 of the males. Three were in Class V while doubt 
existed concerning the remaining 2 boys. 


7. Sir Keith Joseph’s cycle of deprivation theory: 
Information was difficult to obtain. Indications, however, 
suggested possible applicability. 


8. Parental alcoholism: 

The establishment of criteria in deciding whether or not a 
person is an alcoholic can present difficulty to Social 
Workers. Alcoholics are unreliable and information may 
be withheld from investigators. 

Alcoholism could not be found in any one of the 
parental groups. In view of the criteria difficulties, how- 
ever, this finding was considered unsuitable for 
statistical analysis. 


9. Parental promiscuity: 

While some of the alcoholism criteria difficulties are 
applicable here, definite findings occurred in the case of 
the girl killer and two boys. Again, the results are offered 
with caution as details may not have been disclosed. 


10. Previous criminal convictions in the group: 

Three boys had records but of a minor nature only. 
(Here it is noteworthy that Occupational Therapy Staff 
found the murderers more co-operative generally than 
other children with non-capital offences.) 


11. Parental convictions: 

The father of the girl had a prison record and also in the 
cases of at least two of the boys. Facts may have been 
hidden, however, in other cases, so that again statistical 
analysis is inappropriate. 


12. Chronic parental physical illness: 
Nil. 

The only family illness noted was merely in the case of 
a boy whose parents had a spastic child with resultant 
interpersonal stress. 


13. Record of parental neurosis or psychosis 


Nil known. Here, however, the criteria may suffer limita- 
tions due to reticence in disclosing details. 


14. Psychological investigation of the child murderers: 
Three tests are applied to each member of the group, as 
follows: (a) Burt; (b) Weschler; (c) Cattell. Normal in- 
tellect was found in all 33 examinations, in keeping with 
previous observations on other forms of anti-social 
behaviour??. 


15. Presence or absence of epilepsy (major or minor fits): 
‘Blackouts’ had been reported in several cases, but proved 
negative on routine investigation. No epilepsy existed in 
any member of the group. 


(Had major or minor fits been a clinical symptom the 
onus would have been on defence counsel to prove 
relevance to the crime; an epileptic who was treated in a 
hospital when the author was a staff member was later 
executed in 1962 for strangulation performed in clear 
consciousness.) 

Despite popular misconceptions epileptics are rarely 
involved in homicidal attempts*. 


16. Presence or absence of mental handicap: 
Nil found. 


17. Presence or absence of mental illness 

The research of three boys indicated mild anxiety reac- 
tions but no other neuroses. In none of the 11 did psy- 
chosis exist nor were Child Psychiatry Aids required. In 
addition their perceptual functions, insight and cognitive 
functions were completely normal in every respect, in 
keeping with Keyserling, “the young fear neither death 
nor misery: they are ready to die and more than ready to 
kill’”*5, 


18. Personality: 

Contrary to expectation none of the 11 showed attention 
seeking or demanding behaviour. Such factors in psy- 
chiatry facilitate rehabilitation as found by Gosney et 
al.16 


19. Urban or rural background: 

Six of the group came from highly congested industrial 
regions. One lived in a National Park, the rest in rural or 
suburban areas. 


20. Whether mothers went out to work during the day: 
Five of the group fell into this category but for varying 
periods and at different times, alternating with occasional 
bouts of illness and redundancy. Here as in Item 8, 
difficulty was experienced in establishing criteria. 

Monsieur Michel Poniatowski, French Minister of 
Public Health has proposed payment of a ‘social wage’ to 
mothers with children at risk with behaviour disorders?” 
and Lord Aberdare, representing Britain in the Council of 
Europe, considers the ‘social wage’ merits consideration. 

However, in view of the statistical difficulties en- 
countered, and because of the conclusion by Stolz (1960) 
that one can say almost anything one desired about 
children of employed mothers and support the statement 
by some research study”!*, this research was left for a 
later occasion. 


CONCLUSION 


AS THE number of children in the study is 11, the figure 
of 8 over-dominant mothers appears noteworthy. 
Adoption agencies may take encouragement from the 
finding that none were adopted and all legitimate. 
Difficulty was experienced during research on the 
presence or absence of parental convictions, alcoholism 
and promiscuity, also in exploring the increase in the 
number of murders since 1965. In regard to the latter 
possible reasons which may be considered are earlier 
puberty, better detection of battered babies who them- 
selves batter in later life and ‘The Permissive Morality’!® 
which coincides with increases in narcotics abuse and 
venereal diseases. Here the appointment of a Minister for 
Children, as requested by the Director of the Advisory 
Centre for Education®°, may be of considerable value. 
Positive results were that normal intelligence existed in 
all the murderers, all were found physically and mentally 
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well, none suffered from fits and all personality tests fell 
within the criteria of normality. 
Further research is indicated on two aspects, as follows: 
(a) Réle of the working mother as defined by Stolz** 
with particular reference to maternal dominance, and 
(b) ‘Cycle of Deprivation’ Theory as put forward by 
Joseph”, 
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GREEN REVOLUTION 
Continued from page 270 


To what then does all this add up? The views recently 
expressed in London by Professor Borgstrom form an 
excellent basis. He too emphasized the need for a global 
food strategy which he considered should include the 
following: 

(i) World-wide steps to slow down the population 

growth. 

(ii) A privileged minority of less than one third of man- 

kind can no longer be allowed to consume two thirds 

to i quarters of what world agriculture and fisheries 
yield. 

(iii) Food crops must gradually replace feed crops. 

(iv) Animal production must be tied to a system of 

waste re-cycling and many feed products channelled to 

direct human consumption. 

(v) Large scale effort should be initiated to control 

losses both before and after harvest. 

(vi) A more rational utilization of milk, fish, oilseeds 

and bean plant protein. 

(vii) The waste the rich world is practising in all areas 

of food production and utilization to be drastically 

reduced. 

(viii) Rational long-range storage of staple foods for 

emergency situations to be organized, and 

(ix) Less capital and energy-demanding techniques and 

procedures must be introduced in agriculture and fish- 

ing as well as in food processing and distribution, 

There is little room for the views of the food faddists, 

the Health food addict, and regrettably the food con- 

servationist, in coping with the immensity of what 
needs to be done, and urgently. 

Underlying all these statements remains the stark fact 
that the world needs more food. One wonders sometimes 
whether the resources being put into the production of 
novel proteins should not be more carefully examined 
and those likely to be prodigal in the use of energy dis- 
carded. As far as Britain is concerned we shall have to 


grow more food in the form of cereals and those richer 
protein crops capable of growing in our climate. If we 
wish to remain meat and poultry eaters, then we shall 
have to become used to the idea of using increasingly 
waste products to grow our feed proteins. In any case, 
and this was always a problem with the green revolution, 
agriculture is bound to remain a major consumer of 
energy—that is of oil, and of oil based products, i.e., 
fertilizers and farm chemicals whether as herbicides, pesti- 
cides, weed killers, prophylactics against animal diseases 
and so on. Jn the U.S.A. there is the same problem, but 
there were always oil and plenty of protein sources, in- 
deed, until recently, surpluses, on which the President has 
just taken action. We see North Sea oil and gas as some- 
thing which will immeasurably strengthen Britain’s ability 
to save on agricultural imports and we shall not, in my 
belief, regard it as profligate in the use of energy for much 
of the protein used in the future in our feeding stuffs to be 
derived from oil and gas by processes already well de- 
veloped by B.P. and I.C.I. This could well be self interest, 
equally it releases protein for those very nations that want 
it and does something to redress the protein inequality so 
strongly brought to our notice by Professor Borgstrom, 
and in the context of what has been said in this brief 
Teview, it might also reduce for much of Europe, too, the 
need for imported proteins, and provide a significant 
contribution towards easing the world food crisis. As this 
is a matter which can potentially affect the health and well 
being of all, no apology would seem necessary in drawing 
the attention of the American Public Health Association 
to nutritional matters of such great concern. 


This paper was presented just prior to the World Health Congress in 
Rome at the Annual Meeting of the American Public Health As- 
sociation, New Orleans, 21 October 1974 
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